The paper presents an analysis of heat loss and reductions of annual emissions of air pollutants of a quadruple pre-insulated heating network by comparing this solution with the existing pre-insulated network consisting of four pre-insulated single pipes and the variant consisting of two twin pipe pre-insulated. For calculations, an existing heating network located in central Poland was adopted, where heat is transported for heating purposes of buildings and domestic hot water with circulation of domestic hot water through four separate pre-insulated underground pipes. The idea of the construction of four pre-insulated pipes presented in the paper consists in the location of four steel pipes in a common round thermal insulation, which perform the role of heat transport for heating purposes in multi-family buildings (supply and return) and two pipes transporting hot water (a pipe with domestic hot water with circulation). In Poland, heating pipes used in multi-family housing have a larger diameter compared to domestic hot water pipes, which is why standard twin pipe heating pipes have been used in the construction of four pre-insulated networks, in which the domestic hot water pipe has been added to the thermal insulation and circulation of domestic hot water. In order to determine heat losses, a simplified two-dimensional model of conductive heat transfer was developed using Fortran to create a computer program. The results of numerical simulations show that the use of twin pipes for the construction of pre-insulated quadruple networks has contributed to a significant reduction in heat loss in relation to the existing single pre-insulated network (up to 57.1%), while reducing the thermal insulation field of the cross-section of the pre-insulated pipe by 21.4%.
Introduction
Energy-efficient operation of heating networks is primarily associated with the reduction of heat losses in pre-insulated pipes. The simplest method of reducing heat loss is to reduce the network operating temperature [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] . Unfortunately, the reduction of network operation parameters is associated with costly thermal modernization of the building, i.e., insulation of buildings and replacement of the heating system [6] . Reduction of heat loss in heating networks can also be achieved by using thicker layers of thermal insulation or heating networks with a lower thermal conduction coefficient of thermal insulation, which is associated with a higher cost of heating networks. Heat exchange in single pre-insulated heating networks, which are the most commonly used, has been thoroughly studied [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] . Heat losses in single pre-insulated pipes can be determined using analytical methods [3, 7, 9, 12, 13] as well as using numerical methods in two-dimensional [10, 12] and three-dimensional [14] problems. Another method of reducing heat loss is to place a few pipes in common thermal insulation. This method is mainly used in twin pipes, where the supply and return pipes are located in circular insulation [15, 16] . One of the methods to reduce heat loss in pre-insulated twin pipes is to change the cross-sectional shape of the twin pipe thermal insulation from round to oval [17] , elliptical [18] or egg shape [19, 20] while maintaining the same cross-sectional area of thermal insulation. Heat losses in pre-insulated twin pipes can be determined by simplified analytical methods [12, 21, 22] and numerical methods [16] [17] [18] [19] 23] . Heat losses in pre-insulated double pipes with round thermal insulation are about 30% lower than heat losses in pre-insulated single pipes [19, 20, 22] . It should be noted here that the improvement of thermal insulation also depends on the size of the pipes. In the case of double pre-insulated heating pipes with an egg-shaped cross-section, heat losses are smaller by about 45% compared to heat losses in single pre-insulated pipes [19, 20] . The pre-insulated triple pipes are also described in the literature [15, 19] in which heat is transported by means of two supply pipes and one return pipe.
Another alternative is pre-insulated quadruple pipes, where all four pipes are encased in common round thermal insulation. Pre-insulated quadruple ducts can be used for heat transport during the heating season and for the transport of domestic hot water along with the circulation of domestic hot water. While single pre-insulated and twin pipes have been thoroughly investigated , the heat loss analysis of four-pre-insulated pipes has not yet been performed.
The purpose of the work is to analyze heat loss and the ecological effect of pre-insulated quadruple pipes by comparing this solution with the existing pre-insulated network built of four single pre-insulated pipes and an additional adopted variant of the network consisting of two twin pipes. The reduction of heat loss is associated with lower emissions of pollutants into the air from heat sources if the heat source is fossil fuel, i.e., it significantly affects the ecological effect of heating networks operation [24, 25] . The paper adopts the geometry of pre-insulated quadruple pipes by placing additional pipes for domestic hot water and circulation of domestic hot water in the thermal insulation of a standard twin pipe designed for heat transport for the purposes of heat demand of buildings.
Description of the Model for Determining Heat Loss in Pre-Insulated Quadruple Pipes
In order to determine heat losses through pre-insulated pipes, a computer program was created using the Fortran language using the boundary element method (BEM) [26] , which is often used in many heat transfer analysis [27] [28] [29] . The boundary element method is a non-mesh method and for given boundary conditions in the form of temperature or heat flux, it allows the determination of heat fluxes for individual pipes inside thermal insulation. It should be noted that in the case of single heating networks and twin pipes, analytical formulas may be used to determine heat losses, the results of which are consistent with the results of numerical methods [12] , while in the case of pre-insulated quadruple heating pipes in common thermal insulation, analytical formulas are not known. A two-dimensional simplified model of heat conduction described in Laplace's equation and the Fourier equations were used for calculations:
where T is the temperature, x and y are the coordinates of the Cartesian system in the cross section of the pre-insulated pipe, q x and q y are heat-flow quantities that are directed in the x and y directions, while λ is the thermal conductivity coefficient of the thermal insulation (polyurethane foam). Figure 1 presents the boundary conditions of heat transfer using a simplified model of heat exchange inside a quadruple pre-insulated pipe. The Dirichlet boundary condition in the form of the external surface temperature of the thermal insulation T G = 8 • C and the temperature of the walls of steel pipes equal to the temperature of the heating medium flowing on the T S supply and return T R as well as domestic hot water T H together with the circulation of domestic hot water T C was adopted for calculations. The thermal conductivity coefficient of thermally insulating materials depends on temperatures, material age and density. Standard thermal insulation made of polyurethane foam with an average thermal conductivity coefficient of λ = 0.0265 W/mK was used in the calculations. Parameters of thermal insulation made of polyurethane foam can be found in [30, 31] . The unit heat losses q through the quadruple pre-insulated pipe consist of heat losses through the heating supply pipe q S and return q R and heat losses through the domestic hot water pipe q H and domestic hot water circulation q C :
where heat losses for individual pipes are described by the heat flux balance according to Figure 1 :
Materials 2019, 12, x FOR PEER REVIEW  3 of 13 size of the used SEM image and evaluate its statistical and ETC response. The methodology is shown in Figure 1 . Progressive and sequential decimation process is applied to obtain an image of minimal size (in pixels). In this work, random bilinear decimation is implemented [13] . Statistical characterization is obtained with the following correlation functions (descriptors): two-point correlation ( ), line-path correlation ( ), and pore-size distribution ( ). The normalized coarseness was used to evaluate each decimated image, and the correlation length was the key to determine the optimal decimation step. SA reconstruction was applied to obtain one ensemble (Ω) that contains ten realizations (ω) of each set of material, i.e., the original image or decimated image. Finally, the conduction efficiency ( ) is determined through FVM. The main outcome of this proposed methodology is the comparison of the , for both: averages of the Ω ensembles and variance of the ten ω realizations. Images from SEM and images digitally generated were binarized, decimated and studied. In both cases, planar materials formed by solid-phase (j = 1) and void phase (j = 0) are considered. For a statistical study, it is indispensable to define the space and the basic mathematics of the domain considering the characterization, reconstruction, and ETC determination [7] . For a realization ω of possible states of a given set of material (statistical reconstruction), it is necessary to take into account the domain of the material belonging to our measurable space , of volume V, which is partitioned in the random phases j. The region ( ) and its respective volumetric fraction ( ) can be defined. In this work, the studied materials are represented by twodimensional (2D) binary images, where matrix A represents the discretized binary field, containing N columns and M lines.
The image, with the full resolution, turns out to be the original image of the material, which is represented by the matrix . From this matrix , statistical descriptors will be used as reference functions (objective functions) for the realization ω in an ensemble Ω, of random series (W) from the same material, for each k decimation step, in this work W = 10.
The size reduction strategy has been previously published [13] . In Figure 1 , the original image (matrix , with size × ) has a decimation step k = 0, afterward, the image is reduced for its progressive and sequential evaluation from k = 1 to k = 4. In each k-th step of the decimation, the resulting matrix is statistically characterized. The comparison of the normalized statistical response, between the original image and the decimated one, allows the determination of the deviation of the specific descriptor β. On the other hand, the conduction efficiency ( ) is determined through the ETC, which is numerically solved with FVM. Every k-th step of decimation, for each realization ∈ (1, ), is made to compare the response with respect to the original image and determine the effects of the resolution change. The main numerical methods used are detailed in the following sections. The solution of Equation (1) for given boundary conditions is the heat flux density at the boundary of thermal insulation. To determine heat loss by the boundary element method, no mesh inside the thermal insulation cross-section is required, only the boundary of the thermal insulation is discretized. After determining the heat flux density at the boundary of thermal insulation by the boundary element method, the temperature or density of the heat flux at any point within the cross-section of thermal insulation is also determined without the use of meshes. The computer program verification was carried out in the works [18, 32] . A boundary of 5000 linear elements was used for calculations.
Statistical Descriptors and Reconstruction

Analysis of Heat Losses of Pre-Insulated Quadruple Networks on the Basis of Operating Parameters of the Existing Pre-Insulated Single Network and the Adopted Twin Pipe Network
The analysis of quadruple pre-insulated network heat loss in a common thermal insulation was made on the basis of the operating parameters of the existing single pre-insulated network investment made in 2012, supplying heat from the local coal-fired heating plant during the heating season and domestic hot water for multi-family and service buildings located in central Poland. A satellite view of the housing estate of multi-family buildings connected to the heating network is shown in Figure 2a [33] , while a diagram of the existing pre-insulated network with the diameters of single pre-insulated pipes is shown in Figure 2b . In order to analyze the energy losses for the purposes of heat loss and the ecological effect of the quadruple pre-insulated heating network, three variants of the pre-insulated network design were used for heating in the heating season and transporting hot water ( Figure 3 ). The first variant marked as "I" is the existing state of a single pre-insulated network built of four pipes: the supply and return pipes of the heating system marked as S and R respectively ( Figure 3a ) and the pipe supplying domestic hot water to buildings and circulation of domestic hot water marked respectively as H and C (Figure 3a ). Pre-insulated heating network pipes S and R with a flow temperature TS =80 °C and return temperature TR = 60 °C work only during the heating season for a period of 255 days, while hot utility water pipes with a temperature TH = 55 °C and TC = 55 °C work all year round. The temperature of pre-insulated heating network, domestic hot water and circulation of domestic hot water is kept constant. The heating medium is transported through a pre-insulated network to local heating centers located in buildings, where behind the heat exchangers inside buildings the temperature of the heating medium is regulated depending on the outside temperature. Linear heat density for the analysed network was estimated at 3.3 MWh/(m year). Fluid flow was in a range from 1.58 t/h to 21.5 t/h in heating pipes and between 0.2 t/h and 0.45 t/h in hot water and circulation pipes. Loss of pressure for the design flow was 27.5 kPa and 5.0 kPa, respectively. The detailed geometry with the description of the pipe diameters and thermal insulation fields as well as the unit heat losses determined for the supply and return pipes of the existing heating network, respectively as qIa, qIb and the unit heat losses for existing domestic hot water pipes and domestic hot water circulation marked as qIc and qId, respectively, are presented in Table 1 . The description of the geometric parameters from Table 1 is in Figure 3a . In order to analyze the energy losses for the purposes of heat loss and the ecological effect of the quadruple pre-insulated heating network, three variants of the pre-insulated network design were used for heating in the heating season and transporting hot water ( Figure 3 ). The first variant marked as "I" is the existing state of a single pre-insulated network built of four pipes: the supply and return pipes of the heating system marked as S and R respectively ( Figure 3a ) and the pipe supplying domestic hot water to buildings and circulation of domestic hot water marked respectively as H and C (Figure 3a ). Pre-insulated heating network pipes S and R with a flow temperature T S =80 • C and return temperature T R = 60 • C work only during the heating season for a period of 255 days, while hot utility water pipes with a temperature T H = 55 • C and T C = 55 • C work all year round. The temperature of pre-insulated heating network, domestic hot water and circulation of domestic hot water is kept constant. The heating medium is transported through a pre-insulated network to local heating centers located in buildings, where behind the heat exchangers inside buildings the temperature of the heating medium is regulated depending on the outside temperature. Linear heat density for the analysed network was estimated at 3.3 MWh/(m year). Fluid flow was in a range from 1.58 t/h to 21.5 t/h in heating pipes and between 0.2 t/h and 0.45 t/h in hot water and circulation pipes. Loss of pressure for the design flow was 27.5 kPa and 5.0 kPa, respectively. The detailed geometry with the description of the pipe diameters and thermal insulation fields as well as the unit heat losses determined for the supply and return pipes of the existing heating network, respectively as q Ia , q Ib and the unit heat losses for existing domestic hot water pipes and domestic hot water circulation marked as q Ic and q Id , respectively, are presented in Table 1 . The description of the geometric parameters from Table 1 is in Figure 3a . In the second variant ( Figure 3b , Table 2 ) a heating network was adopted consisting of two twin pipe ducts working for heating purposes and domestic hot water on the same thermal parameters as in variant "I". The dimensions of the diameters of steel heating and domestic hot water were taken equal to the dimensions of the pipes in variant "I" and the standard diameters of thermal insulation were adopted. The geometry of the twin pipe ducts assumed for calculations ( Figure 3b ) and the determined unit heat losses of pre-insulated heating and domestic hot water pipes, qIIa and qIIb, respectively, are presented in Table 2 . In the second variant ( Figure 3b , Table 2 ) a heating network was adopted consisting of two twin pipe ducts working for heating purposes and domestic hot water on the same thermal parameters as in variant "I". The dimensions of the diameters of steel heating and domestic hot water were taken equal to the dimensions of the pipes in variant "I" and the standard diameters of thermal insulation were adopted. The geometry of the twin pipe ducts assumed for calculations ( Figure 3b ) and the determined unit heat losses of pre-insulated heating and domestic hot water pipes, q IIa and q IIb , respectively, are presented in Table 2 . The third variant (III) is a quadruple pre-insulated network, where two heat pipes and two domestic hot water pipes are located in one thermal insulation (Figure 3c , Table 3 ). Pre-insulated quadruple ducts have been designed using the assumed "II" heating ducts for twin pipe heating purposes. Figure 4a-d show an example of temperature and density distribution in a twin pipe, assuming D 4 = 250 mm and d 1 = 88.9 mm. Based on significant values of heat flux density (Figure 4b ), local areas of significant intensification of heat exchange between the pipe and the environment and areas with low heat transfer, which are characterized by a low heat flux density, can be identified. Additional domestic hot water and domestic hot water circulation pipes can be placed in the area of thermal insulation where the heat flux density is low. The smallest heat flux density values are located on the left and right of the supply and return pipes ( Figure 4b ) and additional hot water pipes have been located here. It should be pointed out here that the pipes transporting domestic hot water used in Poland have smaller diameters than district heating pipes. The result of adding domestic hot water pipes and domestic hot water circulation is a reduction in the cross-sectional area of thermal insulation in pre-insulated quadruple pipes by about 40% compared to two twin pipes from variant II (Tables 1 and 3) . Table 3 . Geometry of pre-insulated pipes of variant "III" (four pipes in common thermal insulation) and unit heat losses through quadruple pre-insulated pipes in the heating season q IIIa and out of the heating season q IIIb .
No. Pipes (Figure 1)
Quadruple Pre-Insulated Pipe In quadruple pre-insulated pipes, an increase in the temperature gradient was observed ( Figure  4c ) as well as an increase in heat flux density (Figure 4d ) inside the thermal insulation compared to twin pipes, however, the total heat loss of the quadruple pre-insulated network compared to two double-pre-insulated pipes are smaller. In order to reduce the heat exchange between four pipes in common thermal insulation, the minimum distances between these pipes s1 (Table 3 ) have been adopted equal to the distances s1 between pipes in twin pipe pre-insulated pipes ( Table 4 ). The impact of distance between heating pipes on heat losses of pre-insulated pipes has been described in papers [15, 18, 19] . By analysing heat exchange in pre-insulated pipes, it is also possible to reduce heat losses by modifying the shape of thermal insulation, which was also done in works for twin pipe pre-insulated pipes [17, 20] .
In order to analyze the thermal insulation of the quadruple heating pre-insulated network, energy for heat losses was determined for the existing condition of the pre-insulated network and for two assumed variants. Energy for heat losses on individual sections of pre-insulated pipes was determined in accordance with the following relationship:
where j is the pipe number according to Figure 2b and Tables 1-3 , Li is the length of the pipe according to Figure 2b , t is time, qji is the unit heat loss depending on the adopted variant, N-total number of pipes, which is described by the relationships in Table 4 and the unit heat loss values  from Tables 1-3 , while the lower index i is the type of variant (i = I, II, III). In quadruple pre-insulated pipes, an increase in the temperature gradient was observed (Figure 4c ) as well as an increase in heat flux density (Figure 4d ) inside the thermal insulation compared to twin pipes, however, the total heat loss of the quadruple pre-insulated network compared to two double-pre-insulated pipes are smaller. In order to reduce the heat exchange between four pipes in common thermal insulation, the minimum distances between these pipes s 1 (Table 3 ) have been adopted equal to the distances s 1 between pipes in twin pipe pre-insulated pipes ( Table 4 ). The impact of distance between heating pipes on heat losses of pre-insulated pipes has been described in papers [15, 18, 19] . By analysing heat exchange in pre-insulated pipes, it is also possible to reduce heat losses by modifying the shape of thermal insulation, which was also done in works for twin pipe pre-insulated pipes [17, 20] .
where j is the pipe number according to Figure 2b and Tables 1-3, L i is the length of the pipe according to Figure 2b , t is time, q ji is the unit heat loss depending on the adopted variant, N-total number of pipes, which is described by the relationships in Table 4 and the unit heat loss values from Tables 1-3 , while the lower index i is the type of variant (i = I, II, III). Table 4 . Formulas describing unit heat losses for the adopted variants.
Unit Heat Losses During the Heating Season Unit Heat Losses in the Off-Heating Season
Case I Table 5 shows energy consumption for heat losses for three heating network variants (I, II, III) detailing the heating season (255 days), non-heating season (110 days), when the network only transports domestic hot water with circulation and annual energy consumption for heat losses (365 days). Figure 5a presents the percentage comparison of the cross-sectional area of thermal insulation of selected pre-insulated pipes, while Figure 5b presents the percentage comparison of the annual energy consumption for heat losses of selected pipes, assuming that the existing condition (variant I) is equal to 100% both in the case of surface area thermal insulation and energy consumption for heat losses. Table 5 shows energy consumption for heat losses for three heating network variants (I, II, III) detailing the heating season (255 days), non-heating season (110 days), when the network only transports domestic hot water with circulation and annual energy consumption for heat losses (365 days). Figure 5a presents the percentage comparison of the cross-sectional area of thermal insulation of selected pre-insulated pipes, while Figure 5b presents the percentage comparison of the annual energy consumption for heat losses of selected pipes, assuming that the existing condition (variant I) is equal to 100% both in the case of surface area thermal insulation and energy consumption for heat losses. Annual energy consumption for heat losses in quadruple networks (variant III) is about 57.1% and 12.6% (Table 5 ) lower than for four single pre-insulated networks (variant I) and two double pre-insulated networks (variant II) respectively. It should be noted here that the average surface area Annual energy consumption for heat losses in quadruple networks (variant III) is about 57.1% and 12.6% (Table 5 ) lower than for four single pre-insulated networks (variant I) and two double pre-insulated networks (variant II) respectively. It should be noted here that the average surface area of thermal insulation in adopted quadruple pre-insulated heating networks is lower by 21.4% and 40.2%, respectively, than four single pre-insulated networks and two double pre-insulated networks.
The main assumption of this work was the use of pre-insulated double thermal insulation for the construction of quadruple pipes by adding two domestic hot water pipes to twin pipe heating pipes in common thermal insulation, therefore it was not decided to increase the surface area of thermal insulation in quadruple pipes. In the case of increasing the surface area of thermal insulation of quadruple pipes (variant III) to the value of the field of thermal insulation of double pre-insulated pipes (variant II), the heat loss of the quadruple pipe in relation to two double pipes would be much smaller. The largest area of thermal insulation in the cross-section of pre-insulated pipe has two double pre-insulated networks in which the insulation area is 31.1% larger (Figure 5a ) than the insulation field for four single pre-insulated networks (variant I), resulting in annual energy (Figure 5b ) for heat losses of two twin pipe pre-insulated pipes (variant II) is about 51% smaller than in variant I.
Analysing the unit heat losses in the heating season without taking into account the domestic hot water, it can be seen that in the case of twin pipes the unit heat losses ( Table 2) are smaller by about 34.8% than single pre-insulated networks ( Table 1) . Similar results were obtained in [19, 20, 22] ( Figure 6 ), where the differences between the results did not exceed 5%. After taking into account the heat losses in domestic hot water pipes and circulation of domestic hot water, the unit heat losses in twin pipes are lower by as much as 50% from the unit heat losses of single pre-insulated pipes. Such a significant difference in unit heat losses between twin pipes and single pipes, including hot water pipes, results from the fact that hot water pipes and hot water circulation pipes are characterized by small diameters, which are much better thermally insulated than single pre-insulated pipes for these small diameters.
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Analysing the unit heat losses in the heating season without taking into account the domestic hot water, it can be seen that in the case of twin pipes the unit heat losses ( Table 2) are smaller by about 34.8% than single pre-insulated networks ( Table 1) . Similar results were obtained in [19, 20, 22] ( Figure 6 ), where the differences between the results did not exceed 5%. After taking into account the heat losses in domestic hot water pipes and circulation of domestic hot water, the unit heat losses in twin pipes are lower by as much as 50% from the unit heat losses of single pre-insulated pipes. Such a significant difference in unit heat losses between twin pipes and single pipes, including hot water pipes, results from the fact that hot water pipes and hot water circulation pipes are characterized by small diameters, which are much better thermally insulated than single pre-insulated pipes for these small diameters. Figure 6 . Percentage decrease in unit heat losses in twin pipe heating pipes without taking into account hot water pipes compared to single pre-insulated pipes.
In the period outside the heating season, when the network only transports domestic hot water (Table 5) , energy for heat losses in pre-insulated quadruple pipes is slightly higher than in the case of two double pre-insulated pipes, which is caused by a smaller thickness of thermal insulation in pre-insulated quadruples relative to twin pipe hot water.
Based on the determined annual energy for heat losses and emissivity coefficients [34, 35] , the ecological effect of using pre-insulated quadruple pipes for the following pollutants emitted into the atmosphere was determined: nitrogen oxides (NOX), carbon monoxide (CO), non-methane volatile organic compounds (NMVOC), sulfur oxides (SOX), total suspended particles (TSP), particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5), carbon dioxide (CO2) and methane (CH4). Reductions of annual emissions of air pollutants for all variants were determined using the known formula [34] : In the period outside the heating season, when the network only transports domestic hot water (Table 5) , energy for heat losses in pre-insulated quadruple pipes is slightly higher than in the case of two double pre-insulated pipes, which is caused by a smaller thickness of thermal insulation in pre-insulated quadruples relative to twin pipe hot water.
Based on the determined annual energy for heat losses and emissivity coefficients [34, 35] , the ecological effect of using pre-insulated quadruple pipes for the following pollutants emitted into the atmosphere was determined: nitrogen oxides (NOX), carbon monoxide (CO), non-methane volatile organic compounds (NMVOC), sulfur oxides (SOX), total suspended particles (TSP), particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5), carbon dioxide (CO2) and methane (CH4). Reductions of annual emissions of air pollutants for all variants were determined using the known formula [34] :
where: E I is the annual energy for heat losses in the existing variant of type I, (single four-pipe network), while Ei (i = II or i = III) is the annual energy for heat losses in variants II and III. Annual energy for the purposes of heat losses E I , E II and E III are determined from formula 6. As showed in Table 6 , the average annual emission of pollutants for variant III (quadruple pre-insulated network) is lower by approximately 57% and 13% compared to the condition of the existing variant I (single pre-insulated network) and two twin pipe ducts (variant II), respectively. It should be noted here that pollutants emitted to the atmosphere as a result of fuel combustion depend on the composition of the fuel and the method of combustion. 
Conclusions
Standard thermal insulation in twin pipe ducts used for heat transport allows the placement of two additional smaller diameter pipes compared to heating pipes. Such pipes can be domestic hot water pipes and domestic hot water circulation pipe, which together with the heating pipes form a pre-insulated quadruple pipe. Quadruple pre-insulated pipes significantly reduce heat loss and increase the ecological effect compared to four single pre-insulated pipes while reducing the cross-sectional area of the thermal insulation. An additional advantage is the smaller trench in the ground for a pre-insulated quadruple pipes compared to four single or two pre-insulated double pipes. The presented solution of pre-insulated quadruple pipes can also be an alternative to two twin pipes, where one pre-insulated double pipe is transported heat, while the other twin pipe is used for domestic hot water along with the circulation of domestic hot water. Comparing the pre-insulated quadruple pipes with two twin pipes, also smaller heat losses and smaller thermal insulation field in the cross-section of the pipes were obtained.
